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-The story so for! I 


Nanakorobi Nene, a girl who uses a full-body prosthetic, 
has a special ability: with help from her android partner Clarion, 
she's able to use the Pandora Device to install an endless variety 
of temporary abilities! 

Nene and Clarion are settling into a routine on the artificial 
resort island of Cenande, but things aren't as peaceful as they 
seem! Colonel Kurtz and his followers from the American 
Empire are continuing their attempts to unearth the massive 
boring machine Buer, putting everyone at risk... 
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—Main Characters 


Nanakorobi Nene 

A girl whose brain was implanted into an entirely artificial body 
after an accident when she was young. Nene has one of the few 
full-body prosthetics in the world! 


■Clarion 

A combat android owned by Uzal. Clarion has many top-secret, 
illegal programs tucked away inside her. 


Korobase Takumi 

Age unknown. She heads up the Korobase Foundation, which 
controls cybrain marketing, but has a pathological fear of people. 


Massive boring machine Buer: Central Nervous Unit 

The central control unit for the large multi-legged boring machine 
Buer. As Buer's actual body is currently dormant underground, the 
central nervous unit is accompanying Nene. This pompous-sounding 
entity provides a constant stream of perverted, leering commentary. 

Vlind- 

A perky, enthusiastic new Titan TV reporter who happened to be on the scene 
when the terrorist incident occurred. She miraculously survived! She currently 
has a part-time job, but she's working hard to move up in the world. 


i Colonel Kurtz 

A member of the American Imperial army. He's aiming to seize 
control of Buer, the machine Uzal left behind. 


Robert Altman 

A captain with the Cenande Defense Forces, currently under the 
command of Special Military Advisor Kurtz. A passionate tough guy 
who loves justice and peace. 
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Original Character Design Sketches 

These aren’t transformations from the Pandora Device; they’re just different costumes. The 
transformations with the Pandora Device and the method of downloading it from Clarion were 
Rikudo-shi’s ideas, rather than elements included in the initial designs. It began with the idea 
that someone nearby at that time gave him a keyword or an access site, and he downloaded 
various time-limited software from the network. 



Original Character Design Sketches 

The reason I put off showing you the original 
design for Nene, one of the main characters, 
wasn’t because I was trying to keep you in 
suspense. It’s just that my design wasn’t 
particularly original. I think all the edges were 
smoothed down; this is basically an amateur 
design, with nothing particularly original to 
speak of. 

In fact, one idea that Rikudo-shi opted not to use 
was that, after Nene got her full-body prosthesis 
due to illness, her physical therapy facility was 
destroyed in an avalanche. Between that and the 
trauma of losing her parents, she would have 
developed claustrophobia and a fear of the dark, 
which would have originally prevented her from 
approaching some traps. Her freezing up would 
have provided opportunities for her to avoid 
danger. Maybe Buer’s core has that element 
now? 

In my original notes, I wrote, “Nene is always 
positive and seriously trying hard in any situation. 
Even if nothing good happens, she gets a gold 
star for living through it.” I frequently create 
characters with an edge, but I’m not very good 
at creating characters like Nene. She’s where 
I’m most glad that I asked Rikudo-shi to give 
the characters makeovers. 


She looked like 
initial 
but 

n early 
prosthesis, so 
she was fairly 
heavy. 
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Greetings! (For the fifth time!) 

I mentioned on the previous page that the depictions related to the Pandora 
Device and the method of connecting with Clarion were Rikudo-shi’s ideas, 
but when I first heard those ideas, I felt like there was already a manga 
with...not these exact elements, but similar ones, and I was a little unsure 
about whether to just go ahead as-is, or to propose revisions. 

It did occur to me that it could cause problems with the broadcast framework, 
voluntary restrictions, or overseas development when making it into a movie. 
But since I couldn’t come up with a specific case where there would be a 
problem, I ultimately didn’t propose revisions, in order to prioritize Rikudo-shi’s 
enthusiasm for the work. 

Now that we’re moving forward with that plan, I think fans might scold me for 
changes from the movie, which is hard, but I’ll just note that on one corner of 
my desk were alternate plans for when different problems came up, like 
making the connecting part more like Clarion’s cat ears being a connection 
guide for an aerial tanker. I’d like you to think that if we continue to go forward 
along this path, there will be no problems from the readers’ point of view. I’d 
also prefer that there be no problems. 

I think the pioneer and grand champion of cat ears and apron dress is 
Yumiko Oshima’s Wata no Kuni Hoshi, but since this sort of stylization and 
generalization has been moving ahead in light novels and moe works, I don’t 
see any real problem. Keep fighting, Clarion! 

Thinking about the setting of an evil organization’s illegal fighting robot, 
maybe it would have been better to equip her with a short version of Wolver¬ 
ine’s claws or something... No, since this was originally an anime plan, I left 
out any elements that could make it bloody. I forgot. Maybe it’s not such a 
big problem, because there have been a fair number of anime, even on TV, 
that are bloody or gruesome. But personally, I still worry about it because 
I’ve spent years having people working on projects tell me over and over, 
“don’t do it, don’t do it.” When it’s my own project, whatever I do, it’s my 
responsibility, but I think you have to worry about not causing problems 
for the person you leave the project to. 

January 18, 2014 
Shirow Masamune 
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READING DIRECTIONS 

This book reads from right to left, Japanese style. 
If this is your first time reading manga, you start 
reading from the top right panel on each page and 
take it from there. If you get lost, just follow the 
numbered diagram here. It may seem backwards at 
^ first, but you'll get the hang of it! Have fun!! 


0 

Q 

ta 

0 














SHOCKING DEVELDPEMENT5 
DETECTED! 

Ever since the massive multi-legged boring machine, Buer, rocked the 
island of Cenacle, many have sought its destructive power. Although 
Buer is now deep underground, Colonel Kurtz is determined to retrieve 
the robot—even if it means calling in the entire Cenancle army to do it! 

Meanwhile, Nene and Clarion are continuing to help people with the 
Pandora Device and its seemingly endless variety of temporary abilities. 
But the Pandora Device is only as effective as its users’ teamwork, and 
their relationship is on the verge of changing... 
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